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their ranks- And I think, too, that if they make good
in this important work they will deserve any respite
you may grant."
The Governor pondered this unusual request for
some time, talking out the various aspects with my
father.
At length he said: " Go ahead, I give you full
authority and leave the details to your discretion/'
Soon afterwards my father started his difficult work,
virtually isolated from the rest of the world by a strict
quarantine. He had with him three young assistants
and a personnel composed of fifty former thieves and
burglars. Those in this latter group were more frigh-
tened of their future duties than they were of facing a
gun or knife.
My father began by getting his men together.
After outlining in a general way the work ahead, he
said simply:
" Not one of you will catch this disease if you will
strictly and absolutely obey my orders."
A few days later, when everything was in readiness,
the hospital started to function and was quickly filled
up. It was a severe epidemic and the mortality was
high. A few weeks went by, and niy father's group
learned to their astonishment that none of them had
felt ill while the disease and death raged. From that
time on their confidence in my father, and their obedi-
ence to his word, became unlimited. The hospital
functioned for several months, the epidemic gradually
died down, and not one man of his staff fell ill during
the whole time. My father later said that he had
seldom had such an obedient and well-disciplined
group of men under his command as on this occasion.
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